
- Premiered in 1831, it was one of the first grand operas staged at the Paris Opéra. 
- Meyerbeer’s European fame was initiated with “Robert” – performed 470 times in Paris alone by the time of the 
composer’s death in 1864. 
- “It is a masterpiece...Meyerbeer has made himself immortal” (Frédéric Chopin) 
- Extra features: ‘The legacy of Robert le diable, and a cast gallery. 
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A grand opera that dominated the stages of Europe for most of the 19th century, Robert le diable is a masterpiece. 
Director Laurent Pelly breathes new life into Giacomo Meyerbeer’s great spectacle and audaciously entertaining moral 
fable, in this colourful new staging for The Royal Opera. The wonderful score includes brilliant arias, dramatic ensembles, 
rousing choruses and a ballet of ghostly nuns, and with the wavering hero of the title sung by Bryan Hymel, acclaimed for 
his role as Énée in Les Troyens for The Royal Opera and the Metropolitan Opera, this is an unmissable experience. 

 

What the press said: 

 ‘‘…some amazing singing. Bryan Hymel as Robert and Patrizia Ciofi as his beloved Isabelle tackle their immense roles with 

tremendous panache and stamina.’’ The Guardian 

 

‘‘the production is worth seeing for anyone interested in the history of opera and it may well be another 120 years before 

Covent Garden stages it again.’’ Washington Times   
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